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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 7735 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, CBLA 

SUBJECT: KHMER CREDENTIALS AT UNGA AND UNESCO 
REF: VIENTIANE 7699 

TIANETHONE CHANTHARASY, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, HAS TOLD US THAT LAOS WILL ABSTAIN ON KHMER CRE- 
DENTIALS QUESTION AT UNESCO 18TH GENERAL CONFERENCE 
(REFTEL). THOUGH PGNU HAS YET TO DECIDE FORMALLY ITS 
POSITION ON THIS QUESTION AT 29TH UNGA, CONCENSUS SEEMS 
TO BE THAT PGNU WILL NOT RPT NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE VOTE, 
THAT IS, IT WILL BE COUNTED AS ABSENT RATHER THAN ABSTAIN. 
IS THERE ANY PRACTICAL DIFFERENCE SO FAR AS USG INTEREST 
IN KHMER ISSUE IS CONCERNED BETWEEN ABSTENTION AND NON- 
PARTICIPATION? ASSUMING THERE IS NO CHANCE OF GETTING 
THE LAO TO SUPPORT OUR POSITION, THERE MAY BE POS- 
SIBILITY OF SWAYING THEM ON THIS NARROW ISSUE. 
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